The new 2006 Beta has had major changes to frame, electrics, suspension and engine.

In order to make the bikes easier to ride particularly for the lower ranked riders, the steering head angle has been increased.  This has kicked out the front end.  This makes the bike more stable and much easier to turn.  The factory realizes that not all riders can hop wheels around.  The footpegs are 5mm lower making the bikes easier to balance and increase rear wheel traction.  The rear shock shaft and stroke are longer to increase rear wheel traction.  The front forks have received different damper settings to improve their progressive action.

The engine has come in for major improvements.  New porting, new advance curve settings and new stators to give better combustion at low revs.  These changes are designed to make the bikes power delivery smoother with a more docile and progressive power delivery off idle.  The factory is aiming to make the 200 and 250 as rider friendly as possible.  The sort of bike that an ordinary rider will love.

Aesthetically the new rear fender, front disc cover and magneto cover are all different.  Colours are black rear fender and red front fender.  New graphics which are an aggressive mix of mat black and flouro red complete the picture.  The decals on the swing arm and sides of frame are thicker and more robust.  They are designed to protect the frame from scruffing by boots as well as falls.

The other big news is the 270.  It comes in for major engine development.  Many factory race team parts have been fitted as standard parts.  High compression cylinder heads, thin base gaskets combined with different CDI advance mapping to the 200/250 models.  A quick action throttle is fitted standard.  All the frame modifications on the 200 and 250 carry over to the 270.  If you want power then this is the bike for you.

Beta Racing will be receiving a 250 and 270 this week so look out for first riding impressions soon.  Demo bikes will be available at this years Nationals as well as the Super Trial at Sedgwick. 

